
The Greatest Eclipse of the 21st century is occurring on 22nd July 
2009, in the thick of the Indian Monsoon. Why not fly above the 
cloud tops at level four-one-zero for a clear view of the eclipse? Only 
a few fortunate eclipse chasers will have the perfect view above the 
Ganges valley, Patna and high above the monsoon clouds that will 
besiege the eclipse view from the plains. Seeing the Sun’s Corona 
is virtually guaranteed. 41000 feet above ground! Its an “eclipse 
observing location, so unique” that you can look up to the eclipse in 
the dark blue sky and can also look down upon the green and white earth 
with the lunar shadow sweeping beneath you at 15 mach. Watching the 
corona at that height looks brighter, it’s an electric phenomena. You are 
above 75% of the earth’s atmosphere, no water vapour, dust or clouds. It’s 
a grandstand view of Nature’s most beautiful celestial phenomena.

The maximum duration of this eclipse is 6 minutes 38 seconds at a 
location in the Pacific Ocean. The eclipse is starting at sunrise near Surat 
in Gujarat. The shadow of the moon is so large at this eclipse that even 
at sunrise the duration of totality is more than 3 minutes. Indeed this is a 
great eclipse. The shadow very quickly moves across the breadth of India 
towards Arunachal Pradesh. The shadow spans a third of the entire path 
in India, 900 kilometres out of 2500 kms across entire India.

This long eclipse occurs in the middle of the monsoon season in the 
subcontinent. Similar “seasonal winds”, ‘Mei-yu’ in China and ‘Baiu’ or 
‘Tsuyu’ in Japan, lower the probability of seeing this eclipse in clear skies. 
The Indian Monsoon advances to cover the entire country by this date. A 
lot of weather data of the past many years has been studied by eclipse 
meteorologists and the result – Observers in India will have to make the 
best of an unfortunate lot. An airbourne observation is the highest probable 
way of viewing this eclipse!

Eclipse Chasers Athenaeum, the eclipse sphere of SPACE, is conducting 
a dedicated, non-stop, round eclipse flight. The aircraft chartered is a 
brand new 737-700, which has 21 ‘Sun Side Windows’ and 21 ‘Earth 
Side Windows’. The eclipse flight will take off at 0430 Hrs IST, fly towards 
and hold over Gaya till its eclipse time. At a precise time the totality run 
towards north-north-west will be initiated. The aircraft will be intercepting 
the middle of the eclipse shadow at 0626 IST, 41000 feet, Longitude 85°, 
Latitude 25° 20’.

India is the only likely place where such an airbourne observation is 
possible. The eclipse altitude, 15°, is just about right to be visible from 
the passenger aircraft windows. At the height of 41000 feet, 75% of the 
atmosphere, 99% of the water vapour and aerosols will be below the 
aircraft. At this altitude scattering of sunlight by airbourne particulates is 
low, giving rise to exceptionally dark sky during totality, enabling eclipse 
viewing with high contrast. The airmass along the line of sight to the Sun 
is significantly reduced, resulting in exceptional sky transparency, reduced 
atmospheric turbidity, and better astronomical “seeing”.

The intercept point has been planned over Taregna, a village 35 kms 
south of Patna. Taregna Math is the place where Aryabhatta – Ancient 

India’s astronomer & mathematician observed the skies and practised. 
Coincidently the eclipse centreline is passing right over this historical 
Patliputra town. Cloud permitting we will have a bird’s eye view of the 
mighty Ganges flowing below! Two alternate totality runs have been 
planned in case the cloud ceiling is higher than the planned height at 
Patna. Fly from Delhi to Eclipse to Delhi and back to your office in one day, 
very unlike an eclipse expedition that lasts for days together.

Itinerary : 

 Duration Actual Time* (IST) 

Assemble at Delhi airport  03:30

Aircraft Push Back  04:40

Taxi duration 00:15  

Take-Off  04:55

Flight duration 01:10  

Reach Holding point  06:05

Holding duration 00:17  

Totality Run Starts  06:22

Eclipse Total Starts C2  06:24

Middle of Eclipse  06:26

Eclipse Total Ends C3  06:28

Totality Run Ends  06:29

Holding duration for partial eclipse 00:10  

Fly back to Delhi  06:39

Flight duration to Delhi 01:11  

Landing Delhi  07:50

Cost Per Person :

Sun Side Seats Rs. 79000/-

Middle Seats Rs. 67000/-

Aisle Seats Rs. 59000/-

Earth Side Seats Rs. 29000/-*

*For Indian Amateur Astronomer affiliated to an Indian amateur astronomy organisations, 
the earth side window seats (column ‘A’) a discount of 10% should be offered.

Interested in chasing the eclipse? Then contact fast, as the Sun Side 
Window seats are getting eclipsed quickly.

View the Greatest Eclipse of 21st Century, starboard side!

www.stepl.org

under technical guidance of ECA

22nd July 2009, 0626 Hrs IST
Level four-one-zero

Visit www.eclipsechasers.org/eclipseflight 
for a detailed description and answer to all 
your questions.
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OUR OFFICES

Disclaimer : Solar eclipse is a natural phenomenon. In the event of bad weather, clouds, rains or for any other reason, you 
are unable to view the eclipse, SPACE and Cox and Kings will not be held responsible. No refund claims shall be entertained 
if you are unable to view the solar eclipse for any reason whatsoever.
Cox and Kings shall not be responsible in any manner whatsoever if the chartered flight departure from Delhi for the SPACE and 
Solar Eclipse is hampered due to technical snag in the Aircraft and for such reasons, including but not limiting to Force Majeure 
situations such as, inclement weather conditions, incessant rains, thunder and storm, heavy cloud cover, which may cause total 
or partial suspension of Air Traffic resulting in cancellation of flight services, delay in taking off of the schedule flight, returning 
back to the original destination due to weather conditions, delay in reaching destination for observing the Solar Eclipse, etc 
and no claim for any refund thereof shall be made by any of the participating members.

AGRA
Tel: (0562) 404 5100, 404 5101, 404 5102
Mobile: 98375 64441, 9837504441
Email: agra.mgroad@coxandkings.com

AMBALA 
Tel: (0171) 255 0727
Mobile: 09996915727, 09729040727
Email: ambala.vikasvihar@coxandkings.com

ANDHERI (EAST)
Tel: (022) 6525 4707
Mobile: 9820212534
Email: andheri.jbnagar@coxandkings.com

AUNDH
Tel: (020) 4005 8550, 2589 8303, 4124 2795
Mobile: 9011050795, 9881553119
Email: pune.aundh@coxandkings.com

CHANDIGARH 
Tel: (0172) 437 0000, 507 3340
Mobile: 9815077934
Email: chandigarh.sector8@coxandkings.com

CHENNAI 
Tel: (044) 4212 3505, 4212 3606
Mobile: 978984520, 9942355555, 		
	 9976896669
Email: chennai.pondibazaar@coxandkings.com

COIMBATORE 
Tel: (0422) 438 8000
Mobile: 9047077766
Email: coimbatore.rspuram@coxandkings.com 

GANGTOK 
Tel: (03592) 203354, 205492
Mobile: 9775401858
Email: gangtok.mgmarg@coxandkings.com

GULBARGA
Tel: (08472) 230068
Mobile: 9886255947, 9845477582
Email: gulbarga.stnroad@coxandkings.com

GUWAHATI
Tel: (0361) 2665874 
Mobile: 9854046993, 9854046994
Email: amit.pegu@coxandkings.com

JABALPUR
Tel: (0761)  4081005, 4081006, 4081007
Mobile: 9300105898, 9300273069
Email: jabalpur.corproad@coxandkings.com

JAIPUR 
Tel: (0141) 4040401, 4044666
Mobile: 09928242822, 09829133834, 	
	 09828137649
Email: jai.pursani@coxandkings.com

KANDIVALI (EAST)
Tel: (022) 2885 6333, 2885 6444
Mobile: 9820713834
Email: kandivali.thakurvillage@coxandkings.com

KANPUR
Tel: (0512) 3219031, 2540375
Mobile: 9335969845, 9415039445
Email: kanpur.tilaknagar@coxandkings.com

LUCKNOW
Tel: (0522) 3210012, 2231551, 2231550
Mobile: 9305931901, 9305931903
Email: lucknow.saprumarg@coxandkings.com

NADIAD
Tel: (0268) 2562945, 2568945, 6452945
Mobile: 9227562945
Email: kuntal.patel@coxandkings.com

NOIDA
Tel: (0120) 4219996, 4219997
Mobile: 9958305552, 9958305553
Email: noida.chokhanisquare@coxandkings.com

PIMPRI  
Tel: 2032341007, 4670 1008 
Mobile: 9372224442, 9860333933
Email: pune.pimpri@coxandkings.com

PUNE
Tel: (020) 2545 1823, 2545 8431, 2543 2780, 	
	    25435150 
Mobile: 9822455414
Email: pune.prabhatroad@coxandkings.com

SILIGURI
Tel: (0353) 6502589
Mobile: 9830117608, 9051033366
Email: siliguri.sevokerd@coxandkings.com

SURAT
Tel: (0261) 6535251, 6545352
Mobile: 9227555341, 9227535251
Email: surat.ghoddaudroad@coxandkings.com

THANE 
Tel: (022) 2580 1801
Mobile: 9870790999, 9820625481
Email: thane.store@coxandkings.com

UDUPI
Tel: (0820) 2521584
Mobile: 9900407128
Email: vinod.pai@coxandkings.com

VARANASI 
Mobile: 9415335344, 9936480028
Email: varanasi.sankatmochan@coxandkings.com

VIZAG
Tel: (0891) 2179111, 2179222    
Mobile: 9849000894, 9440319316   
Email: amar.jain@coxandkings.com

STORES TO BE OPERATIONAL BY 30TH JUN
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Mobile: 9320391200
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Email: gaurav.patel@coxandkings.com
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Mobile: 9412070023, 9359981671, 		
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Email: chetan.ghai@coxandkings.com

JODHPUR 
Tel: (0291) 2433319
Mobile: 9461144000
Email: gb.singh@coxandkings.com

LUDHIANA
Tel: (0161) 4656699, 4635999, 4625799
Mobile: 9915700999, 9915651786
Email: ludhiana.ferozpurrd@coxandkings.com

MADURAI
Tel: (0452) 2330984 
Mobile: 9486226089
Email: madurai.svstreet@coxandkings.com

NORTH KOLKATA 
Tel: (033) 3294 2454
Mobile: 9230509022, 9331119950,
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Email: urmi_datta@yahoo.com

PANIPAT 
Tel: (0180) 4000652, 4001523, 2661816
Mobile: 9215500909, 9896431873, 		
	 9050005102 
Email: panipat.gtroad@coxandkings.com

SAKET
Mobile: 9810812925
Email: delhi.saket@coxandkings.com

MUMBAI
Cox & Kings (India) Ltd.
Turner Morrison Building, 16 Bank Street,  
Fort, Mumbai - 400 001
Tel: (022) 2270 9100/40 
Fax: (022) 2270 9161

Cox & Kings (India) Ltd.
Yusuf Building, Unit No. 003, Ground Flr,  
Fort, Mumbai - 400 001
Tel:	(022) 2287 9000/01/02/04

AHMEDABAD 
Cox & Kings (India) Ltd.
20/21, Sanskar Complex,
Next to Ketav Petrol Pump,
Polytechnic Road,
Ambawadi,
Ahmedabad - 380 015. 
Tel: (079) 4000 1444/42/43/45
Fax: (079) 4000 1400

BANGALORE 
Cox & Kings (India) Ltd.
No.22, BMH Complex, K. H. Road,
Bangalore - 560 027
Tel: (080) 2223 9192, 2207 1000,
Fax: (080) 2223 8911 

NAGPUR 
Cox & Kings (India) Ltd.
UG/18, Pushpkunj Commercial
Complex, Central Bazar Road,
Ramdaspeth, 
Nagpur - 440 010
Tel: (0712) 661 3800, 663 0509
Fax: (0712) 661 3800 

PUNE 
Cox & Kings (India) Ltd.
KRSNA Chambers, Office No - 1,
First Floor, 11, Galaxy Gardens,
North Main Road,
Koregaon Park,
Pune - 411 001
Tel: (020) 2613 5441, 2605 0341/54 
Fax: (020) 2613 1977

CHENNAI 
Cox & Kings (India) Ltd.
10, Karuna Corner, Spur Tank Road,
Chetpet, Chennai - 600031 
Tel: (044) 3091 9500, 2820 9500 
Fax: (044) 28365902

DELHI 
Cox & Kings (India) Ltd.
Indra Palace, H-Block, Connaught Circus,
New Delhi - 110 001 
Tel: (011) 4129 7900, 2373 8811
Fax: (011) 2331 7373, 4151 3805 

GOA 
Cox & Kings (India) Ltd.
502, Kamat Towers,EDC Complex,
Patto Plaza Panaji, Goa - 403 001
Tel: (0832) 243 8778/79/80
Fax: (0832) 664 2509 

HYDERABAD
Cox & Kings (India) Ltd.
Anam Plaza, MCH 8-2-618, Road No 11,
Lane Opp. Care Hospital, Banjara Hills,
Hyderabad
Tel: (040) 6666 7666/67/68,
Fax: (040) 6682 4947 

JAIPUR 
Cox & Kings (India) Ltd.
Tirathraj Apartment, Ground Floor,  
Jacob Road, Civil Lines, 
Jaipur - 302 006
Tel: (0141) 222 0060/61, 321 1533
Fax: (0141) 222 1236

KOLKATA 
Cox & Kings (India) Ltd.
8 A.J.C Bose Rd, Circular Court 8th Floor,  
Kolkata - 700017
Tel: (033) 23022500
Fax: (033) 2290 3610/3680 

Cox & Kings (India) Ltd.
6 Little Russel Street, Kankaria Estate,
1st Flr, Kolkata - 700 071
Tel: (033) 3987 0001/02/03
Fax: (033) 2280 1923

KOCHI 
Cox & Kings (India) Ltd.
Darragh Smail Chambers,
39/6822, 1st Floor, M.G. Road,
Ravipuram, Kochi - 682 015
Tel: (0484) 235 0973/74, 238 0581
Fax: (0484) 2360151


